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FOREWORD 


The Watercolor Annual of the San Francisco Art Association has 
come to hold an important place in the fall schedule of Museum exhibi- 
tions. Artists of the region often use it to bring to public attention their 
recent work, done perhaps during the summer holidays or on a vacation 
trip. Watercolor is a rapid and direct medium and it is often used, 
therefore, for an intimate and personal expression. However, it is inter- 
esting to note that in recent years the character of the works in the 
Watercolor Annuals has changed. The proportion of paintings done in 
the traditional type of transparent washes has diminished, though they 
have not disappeared entirely. More and more examples submitted for 
the exhibition, and selected for it by the Jury, are in opaque watercolors 
in which effects similar to oil can be obtained. The preoccupation with 
various types of abstraction is undoubtedly one reason for the preter- 


ence for gouache; the effects of the medium itself have importance. 


From the point of view of the public and of collectors, the increase 
of works in opaque media in the Watercolor Annual offers an oppor- 
tunity: the watercolor of today frequently has as much decorative rich- 
ness and weight as an oil and can be used and enjoyed in almost the 
same way. There is, however, an advantage in price. It can be hoped 
that more people will profit by this fact to bring into their homes and 
collections works of art to be had on even a modest budget, which have, 
none the less, the authority, as well as the quality, of oils. Obviously the 
artist paints for the public from whom he hopes to draw purchasers as 


well as admirers. 


The Watercolor Annual provides for the public a review of recent 
work and an opportunity for selection. The Museum, glad once more to 
present an Art Association Annual, hopes that many of the works here 


will be acquired. 
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